Abstract
A. Introduction
mentions that in Indonesian, the word sastra (literature) is derived from Sanskrit language that is from the root of sas-and the suffix -tra. The root word of sas-is a verb which means 'to direct', 'to teach', 'to give directions', or 'instruction'. In short, the sas-root word means 'teaching', while the -tra ending means 'tool' or 'means'. Therefore, literature is a 'tool for teaching'.
Based on the above description, it can be said that all literary works are tools for teaching. As poetry is one of the branch of literary work, so poetry is also a means of teaching as well as short stories, novels, and drama script.
Knowing that literary works can be a means of teaching, so it is possible to utilize them, particularly Indonesian children poetry to teach English subject in Elementary School (SD). For this reason, this short paper will discuss how the learning of English in elementary school can be done by using Indonesian children poetry medium.
B. Indonesian Children Poetry
In his book entitled Sastra Anak Pengantar Pemahaman Dunia Anak (Children Literature: An Introduction to Understanding the World of Children), Nurgiyantoro (2005) mentions that children literature covers realism, formulas fiction, fantasy, traditional literature, poetry, nonfiction, and several other genres. According to this theory, it is known that children poetry belongs to children literature. So, what is children poetry?
The Essence of Poetry
Children's poetry is essentially the same as common poetry, but it is deliberately written for the consumption especially by children. Sudjiman (1986) mentions that poetry is a literary variety whose language is bound by rhythm, dimension, rhyme, and arrangement of lines and stanzas. Moreover, the notions of rhythm, dimension, rhyme, array, and stanza are explained further by Eddy (1991) in his book Kamus Istilah Sastra Indonesia (The Dictionary of Indonesian Literature).
According to Eddy (1991: 100) rhythm is sound strains that sound when poetry is read. In poetry, rhythm is a hallmark and an essential element. Therefore, prose written in a language full of rhythm is called lyrical prose.
Matra/ dimension is also called metrum, the rhythmic pattern contained in poetry. Matra is mainly found in classical poetry. In addition, in modern Indonesian poetry, it is realized by the form of hard and gentle, high and low, fast and loud, fast running controversy. Eddy (1991: 179) defines rhyme as the sound equation contained in poetry. This sound equation can occur either in the same line or between lines. Also, it can occur at the beginning of the line as well as at the end of the line. In addition, it is commonly known as the term of sound equation.
Array is the lines in the poetry. The unity of lines in poetry indicates the unity of ideas, commonly called stanza. On the other hand, in the field prose, stanza is called as paragraph, while the array is the paragraph-forming sentences.
Mattew Arnold (in Winarni, 2014: 8) sees poetry from the side of beauty contained in it. According to him, poetry is "the most beautiful, impressive, and effective way to sing something".
Based on these opinions, it is concluded that poetry is a series of words in the stanza which in its manifestation, pays attention to aspects of rhyme and rhythm by using beautiful language. The language of poetry is not the typical one yet it has different use of language.
The Characteristics of Children Poetry
According to Nadeak (1985) the appropriateness of Indonesian children poetry as a learning medium of elementary school students are (1) the content is in accordance with children's experience according to age and stage of child development, (2) has appeal for children, (3) has the outward beauty of language, for example, contains good rhyme, and (4) provides suitable vocabularies corresponding to the world of the child. Sutawijaya, et al (1992) mentions that any poetries used for a learning medium of elementary school children must meet two features, namely legibility and suitability. First, the poetries used must qualify for legibility. That is, the language used can be understood by children such as in terms of word choices. Second, the message contained in poetries can be understood as being transparent.
With regard to the characteristics of conformity, the selected poetries should be poetries appropriate to their age group. In line with this, primary school children generally like issues related to everyday life when at home or at school and adventure. Huck, et al (1987: 406-412 ) distinguishes poetry into three genres, namely ballad, narrative poetry, and concrete poetry. He argues that ballad is a poetry written with the aim to be singable. This poetry genre seems to not monopolize children poetry rather than adult poetry because in Indonesian modern poetry written by adult poet, the ballad poetries can be found a lot such as what is written by Rendra entitled "Balada Terbunuhnya Atmo Karpo" (The Ballad of the Assasinated Atmo Karpo). The Learning Medium of English Subject in Elementary School Mitchell (2003: 147) defines narrative poetry as a poetry which contains a story. It can be in form of lyrical poetry, sonnet or poem. Accordingly, Huck et al (1987: 407) also describes this genre as a storytelling poetry. Since it contains a story, it obviously has characters, setting, plot, and complication the same as short story.
The Genres of Children Poetry
Lyrical poetry is a poetry illustrating the mood, soul, feelings, and mind of the poet. Mitchell (2003: 148) calls this poetry a poetry that evokes certain emotions, feelings, or moods. In the lyrical poetry, the mood, soul, feelings, and mind of the poet are expressed in such a way by intensive and expressive means by means of the language of choice.
Indonesian Children Poetry
In short, Indonesian children poetry can be defined as any children poetries written in Indonesian. According to its writer, this poetry can be categorized into three. First, the Indonesian children poetry written by children poets. Second, the Indonesian children poetry written by young poets. Third, the Indonesian children poetry written by adult poets.
Based on preliminary research, the researcher found several poetries written by children poets. 
KEPADA GURU
Aku selalu bermimpi (I always dream) matahari telah melahirkan para guru (that the sun has given birth to teachers) dan guru melahirkan banyak matahari (and teachers have given a lot of the suns) hingga matahari tak lagi sendiri (until it is never getting alone) Matahari tak pernah sendiri, guru (The sun is never alone, teacher) ia selalu ada bersamamu (it is always with you) hangatkan cinta yang tumbuh (warming every growing love) dan meyinari cakrawala kecilku (and shines my small world) Selalu (always) (November 2002) In addition, an example of Indonesian children poetry written by young poet is in the poetry compilation written by Fitri Nganthi Wani (2009) The term children in this paper is based on the theory of children development that is a phase of one's age. As what is quoted in Nurgiyantoro (2005: 11-12 ) Peaget says that a child is one whose age is between 2 up to 12 years old. In this phase, a child has already known education, namely Kindergarten (TK), Elementary School (SD), and Early Junior High School (SMP).
Rousseuau in Crain (2008: 17-19) schemes the stage development of human being into four, namely (1) baby period (age of 0 -2 years old), (2) child period (age 2 of -12 years old), (3) end of child period (age of 12-15 years old), and (4) adult period (age of 15-over). In this child period, children have already owned some kind of ratio bounded directly with their sense and movement. In this case, the ratio owned by children is still extreme and attached with concrete matters.
C. English Learning in the Fifth Grade of Elementary School
English taught to fifth grade of Elementary School covers four aspects of skill, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Alternatively, based on the textbook used in Elementary School (SD)/ Islamic Elementary School (MI), it is found that English is taught thematic covering six themes: (1) toys and games, (2) clothes, (3) transportation, (4) occupation, (5) part of house, and (6) weather and season.
For example, in the first theme, students are invited to learn English vocabularies related to several toys such as doll, chess, kite, robot, and any other toys. Also, they are involved to learn expressions which are commonly used in conversation such as "what does he want to play? And what do you want to play?
Listening
In listening, teacher mentions some toys and after that students are asked to repeat or imitate them. The toys mentioned are such as watergun, chess, toyplane, robot, sword, marbles, doll, and kite. Meanwhile, in games topic, teacher mentions some games and students are asked to imitate or repeat them; For example, playstation, gunny sack race, hoscotch, play kite, hide and seek, tug of war, scrabble, and skateboard.
Speaking
In speaking, students are asked to pronounce loudly the following sentences.
